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Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India

“Reject UCC And
Respect Diversity”

The Bishop in  the Vellore Diocese
of the Church of South India (CSI),  Rt. Rev. Dr. H. Sharma Nithiyanandham,

has taken a strong stand against the proposed Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India.
In his efforts to safeguard religious harmony and protect the rights of diverse

communities, the Bishop has expressed his concerns
to the Member Secretary of the Law Commission of India.

In a bid to garner support and unify
voices opposing the UCC, the Bishop
urged all diocesan pastors and leaders
to communicate their apprehensions to
the Member Secretary of the Law
Commission of India. The Bishop firmly
believes that the implementation of a
Uniform Civil Code could potentially
infringe upon the religious freedom and
cultural diversity of the nation.

Adding his weight to the cause, the
Bishop recently participated in, and
delivered a powerful speech at, the mega
public conference on religious harmony
organized by the Dravida Natpu Kazhagam
in Vellore. Citing historical examples and
emphasizing the importance of protecting
the constitutionally guaranteed rights, he
highlighted the need for unity amidst
increasing concerns over the proposed
UCC.

In a bid to further voice their dissent,
the Diocese of Vellore joined with the A.P
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Fundamentalism:
The Indian Experience

Ecumenical Partners’ Letter to USAID

The humanitarian situation in the country
has sharply deteriorated in recent weeks

and will continue to deteriorate if urgent action is not taken.
The consequences will inevitably entail more hunger, suffering and death.

Reinstate food aid
to Ethiopia

Ethiopia is in urgent need of food aid.
Lutheran World Federation (LWF),
Caritas International, ACT Alliance, the
World Evangelical Alliance, and the
World Council of Churches have sent a
joint letter to the United States Agency
for International Development (USAID)
expressing concern about the
suspension of food aid to Ethiopia.

“The concerns that have been
identified regarding misuse of food aid are
serious and warrant thorough
investigation and correction,” write the
ecumenical partners Caritas International,

ACT Alliance, the World Evangelical
Alliance and the World Council of
Churches, in their letter to USAID
administrator Samantha Power.

“However, people and communities
in need of aid, must not suffer the
consequences of this situation. The
humanitarian situation in the country has
sharply deteriorated in recent weeks
and will continue to deteriorate if urgent
action is not taken. The consequences
will inevitably entail more hunger,
suffering and death.”

An LWF cash distribution in Tigray.
Photo:LWF/ Daniel ZeMichael “We ask for your consideration of

these concerns and appeals, and for
urgent action to restore this critically-
needed lifeline to so many Ethiopian
children, women and men,” the letter to
administrator Power concludes.

Local Ethiopian faith actors have
outlined that the measure comes at a very
critical time, when millions of people in
Ethiopia depend on humanitarian
assistance. The Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahedo Church, Catholic Bishops
Conference of Ethiopia, Ethiopian
Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus, which
is a member of the LWF, and the Ethiopian
Catholic Eparchy of Adigrat, have all issued
statements.

“Ethiopia has passed through
challenging times in the past three years,
facing the war, internal conflicts, natural
and man-made disasters, write EECMY
and the Catholic Bishops Conference in
a joint statement, adding that more than
20 million people urgently need food
assistance. “We condemn this act of
taking away food from the hungry which
is morally and ethically not acceptable.”

               – LWF News
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Thought for the Fortnight

You must be the change
you want to see in the world.

      – Mahatma Gandhi
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M. M.Thomas Birth Anniversary Lecture - 5

The Role of Christians in a Democratic,
Pluralistic and Multicultural Indian Society

The Rev. Dr. Solomon Victus is a former
Professor of Social Analysis

at Tamilnadu Theological Seminary,
Madurai

Solomon Victus

(Fifth and Concluding part of
the paper, presented at
the ‘M. M.Thomas Birth

Anniversary Celebrations’
organized by the Tiruvalla

Sangam at Pennamma
Bhavanam, Tiruvalla,

on 13th May 2023)

The Spirit of God is working
in different ways. It is the Holy
Spirit which sustains plurality in
thinking and actions. The
symbolic dimension of
liberation as a result of the work
of the Holy Spirit is also present
in the institution of the Sabbath,
when freedom is experienced
as an anticipation of the liberty
of the kingdom of God.

To respect the Sabbath is an
act of justice: it is a sign of
liberation, which denotes the
value of the life in the spirit.27  One
needs to learn to listen to the
protest voices which are born out
of discrimination, lack of
transparency, lack of
decentralisation and, on the top
of it, lack of listening. We need to
redefine the concept of
‘Kingdom of God’, to the more
acceptable forms of ‘reign of
God’, ‘reign of love’ or ‘reign of
coexistence’ for everyone. The
sexist and hierarchical term
‘Kingdom’ which we have been
using for years, does not allow
us to come out of the colonial
and feudal mindset and beyond,
and so there is a necessity to
refine the word in an inclusive
manner. The issue is already
taken up by the feminist
theologians. Since our hope
rests in that the reign of God is
the only place where all find full
space for affirmation and
celebration of pluralities, we
need to tackle this aspect. These
sorts of attempts will surely give
us a broader way for more
dialogical possibilities among
ourselves as well as with
different faith communities.

I do remember a skit
portrayed by ecumenical
students in TTS on a new

Making the ‘Reign of God’
an Inclusive Concept

community of solidarity, where
widows of Judas, Pilot, Joseph
and other women disciples
came together and shared their
joys and sorrows irrespective of
their husbands’ behaviour. It was
an insightful narrative. According
to Jesus, the reign of God is not
a space to speak about
exclusion as the church does
in general today. It is an invitation
to everyone cutting across
class, caste, age, gender and
ethnicity. New communities of
diverse cultures are anticipated
in the reign of a new heaven and
a new earth of God.

Our histories are stories
against dominance and
authority whether it’s the
French Revolution, the October
Revolution, the anti-Fascist
movement, or anti-globalisation
protests and so on. They must
be seen as attempts towards
affirming plurality of opinion and
views in our every context. We
are not going to create
‘dictatorship of the proletariat’;
rather it is an empowerment of
‘the last to the first’ or ‘unto the
last’ for different ways of affirming
pluralities. At last the hope is to
have a new society which is
neither weak nor strong, but
organically a new personhood
which may enjoy the power of
powerlessness. The
domination of the powerful will

continue as long as greed,
competition and hierarchy
exist, whereas in the age of a
new regime the people will
share the power of
powerlessness, dignity, self-
respect and richness without
domination and hierarchy. The
fruits of the Spirit are nothing else
than the visible signs of the active
presence of the power of God’s
reign, of which Paul says: “The
Kingdom of God does not mean
food and drink, but
righteousness and peace and
joy in the Holy Spirit.”
(Rom.14:17).

Concluding Remarks:
The current situation of the

church is largely apolitical for the
sake of maintaining its status
quo since it has many
institutions including educational
institutions which are partially
supported by the state. Most of
the lay members also feel safe
with the political position taken
by the church leaders, apart from
the clergy’s ambition to hold
power till 70 years of age! The
spirit of capital accumulation is
geared also among the middle
class people in India. In many
worshipping places the other-
worldly sermons are well
accepted without any critical
perception. Most Christians feel
safe and never consider that we
are the next target of the cultural
nationalism. As long as we enjoy
the benefit of minority status we
are not worried about secularism
and pluralism. MMT was critical
of the outlook of the Christians
as a minority community, ‘The
minority consciousness of the
Indian Christian community,
which makes it seek, or accept,
conformity with the powers that
be because they promise
protection to it, is a denial of the
theological nature of the church
of Jesus Christ. One feels that
there is too much of this
communal consciousness
among Christians. This lends
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Deadly riots in France
The riots and violence France witnessed for a week

from 28 June was the most deadly in two decades. It is the
death of a 17-year-old boy gunned by a traffic policeman on 27
June that triggered widespread violence and rioting in Paris
and many other cities  causing death of many persons and
destruction of  properties worth over one trillion dollars. As per
reports, the insurance claims for the destruction of properties
filed  before the Insurance Companies totalled $715 million.

The rioters clashed with police in all places, targeted the
residence of  the Mayor of Paris and burned down a car in the
compound, injuring members of his family. It is by deploying
over 45000 policemen, the administration could quell the worst
social upheaval in the country. What is more disturbing is the
racial angle given to the police-firing and the responding mob
violence across the country. The boy shot dead by the traffic
policeman was a Muslim with roots in Algeria. Therefore, taking
this as a racial attack,  Muslims across France  reacted
sporadically and violently.

This was the third riot by Muslims in France in two decades.
The first was to express their anger against the publication of a
cartoon  about Prophet Mohammed in a newspaper and the
second was against the attempt of the government to ban
Muslim-dress in public places. This time, the riot  with the
participation of a large number of people threatened the
administration more than before. As per reports, the feeling of
racial discrimination ignited revolt among  the Muslims  at a
high level. On the other side, the rightist groups made this
opportunity to improve their strength and support, in the country
by whipping up anti-Muslim feelings. They accuse that the policy
of providing asylum to the refugees and migrants  from West
Asian countries is the reason for the rising Muslim radicalism
in the country. They also ignite  the fear that organised activities
of radical Muslim  groups in the country would be imminent.

This fear is bound to change the mind-set of the people and
the political process, in France and other European countries.
One has to realise that this situation and the impending danger
to Europe would be the wage of the sin of these nations
participating with the US for military intervention and blood-shed
in many countries - Iraq, Iran, Libya, Tunisia, Yemen, Syria - in
West Asia in the past two decades, have to pay. What France
faces today is in store for the other European countries.  One
has to realise that it is the ‘success’ of the military interventions
they supported,  which caused the large scale inflow of refugees
and migrants into the European countries. As a result of this,
the erstwhile Christian Europe has become plural with a large
number of Muslims, causing basic changes in the cultural fabric
of these nations.  Looking at these developments, nations are
bound to learn that ‘success of  imperialism’  will have its
backlash all the time in different forms.

The rise of rightist politics and the Muslim radicalism in
Europe are threats not only to the people of that continent, but
also to the entire world. Let us hope that both the natives of
Europe and the migrant Muslims  would change their old
mind-set, learn to live in a plural community and lead a life of
peace for all.

We need to redefine the concept of ‘Kingdom of God’,
to the more acceptable forms of ‘reign of God’, ‘reign of love’ or ‘reign of coexistence’ for everyone.
The sexist and hierarchical term ‘Kingdom’ which we have been using for years, does not allow us

to come out of the colonial and feudal mindset and beyond,
and so there is a necessity to refine the word in an inclusive manner.
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Fundamentalism

The Indian Experience
George Mathew

[First part of excerpts from
the paper ‘Fundamentalism -
The Indian Experience’
published in the Report titled
‘Crisis of Secularism in India’ of
the National Consultation on
Crisis of Secularism in India,
organized by the National
Council of YMCAs of India in
Bombay from 10 to 12 June
1993]

Fundamentalism is a
Western concept which is more
applicable to Christianity than to
Islam or Hinduism. The word
gained currency when the
Western media used it to
discredit Khomeini’s
movement against the Shah of
Iran, a movement which was
essentially ant-imperialist in its
basic thrust.

Most of the literature on
fundamentalism that I am
familiar with, looks at it from the
Christian perspective and
background. For instance,
Francoise   Smyth-Florentine
says: “Fundamentalism can be
attributed to a group or individuals
reading the Bible, when it or he/
she thinks more of finding there
his/her gospel than of
discovering its (as yet) unknown
message.  Christian identity
depends here on acquired grasp
of the divine identity sometimes
‘integrated’ to a level of fantasy
(as in the more or less
conscious identification of one or
other of its preachers with
Christ)- an image which tends to
‘realize’ itself in positivism.”

There have been attempts to
understand Islamic
fundamentalism also. Taking
both these strands, I agree with
the characteristics of
fundamentalism which Thomas
J. Marti summarizes  in his paper
on “Fundamentalist Religion”.
They are: sectarian mentalities
and attitudes, such as,
intolerance and self-
righteousness; excessive
emphasis on proselytizing;
authoritarianism; instilling
feelings of guilt and fear; making
use of “mind control” techniques;
offering quick and easy answers
to otherwise complicated
questions of life and belief; rabid
anti-communism, and looking at
life in a millenarialist perspective.
There tends to be strong
preference on “saving the soul”
with little or no concern for
seeking to change the situation.
Such fundamentalist groups and
sects are favoured by totalitarian
regimes. People troubled by the
complexity of life find satisfaction
in simple, clear-cut answers
provided by an individual or a
group that exudes a sense of
certitude and confidence.

Such fundamentalist groups
in many cases equate a
particular religion with a nation
or vice-versa or adopt a particular

political party as their political
expression.

The Indian media, according
to Asghar Ali Engineer, borrowed
the term fundamentalism almost
uncritically and loosely applied it
to all the movements which were
either revivalist or which laid
stress on political use of religion.
Thus we have in India, Islamic
fundamentalism, Sikh
fundamentalism, Hindu
fundamentalism and Christian
fundamentalism. Although
fundamentalism means going
to the cardinal principles of
religion, which is positive, we
have to use the term with the
meaning of revivalism because
it has gained currency in that
sense. On the other side is
secular. While “secular” is
derived from the Latin word
seculum which means “of this
age”, revivalism means
recreating the glory of a dead
past.

India had declared itself a
secular, democratic, socialist
republic.  But  what happened in
the first week of December 1992,
the Ayodhya episode or Ayodhya
tragedy, has raised the question:
Has religious fundamentalism
begun to overtake the Indian state
and Indian society as a whole?

The disputed structure the
Babri Masjid which dated back
to 1528 was a mosque built
under the orders of the first
Mughal Emperor, Zahiruddin
Babar in Ayodhya. A massive
campaign had been launched by
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
- the right wing Hindu political
party, and its three  militant  front
organizations: the Viswa Hindu
Parishad (VHP), Bajrangdal and
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), especially from 1986, for
the construction of Ram Temple
in the area which to them was
Ram Janmabhoomi or the
birthplace of Lord Ram.

Hundreds of volunteers from
different parts of the country
stormed the area on
6 December 1992 and razed the
464 year–old structure to the
ground within six hours.

Within hours, the Ayodhya
incident sparked communal
clashes on a scale which shook
the government at the centre, and
the nation.

India’s proud tradition of
secularism, and its Constitution
which guarantees to safeguard
the faiths of all minorities, took a
severe beating. The destruction
of the mosque was symbolic of
Hindu fundamentalism reaching
unparalleled heights.

In analyzing the growth of
Hindu fundamentalism, we have
to take into consideration  some
basic issues which are
apparently contradictory and
paradoxical.

First, some social scientists
believed that as economic
development advances or when
a feudal or agrarian society
moves towards the path of
capitalist development, the sway
of religion would diminish and the
urge for protecting economic

interests would gain primacy.
When that happens tension on
the basis of religious loyalties
will decline, economic
interdependence will increase
and in order to protect the
economistic interests of each
individual or community, society
and government will accord
religious issues only a
secondary place.

Jawaharlal Nehru’s
approach to the problem of
religious fundamentalism was
based on this thesis. Nehru’s
was an economistic and
deterministic approach and
therefore, he expected
fundamentalism “to die out on
its own as nationalism  and
class consciousness
developed because of  its
inherent falsity and its narrow
social base.” Such a perspective
assumed that since
fundamentalism did not reflect
the interests of the masses, the
masses would not be affected by
it to a serious extent especially if
economic issues came to the
forefront, that economic
development and spread of
education, science and
technology would automatically
weaken the hold of religion on
people’s thinking.

But the Indian experience
shows that significant sections
of the middle and upper classes
in urban areas have in recent
years become supporters and
propagators of Hindu
fundamentalism. Those who
have found themselves rich are
supporting the present
“fundamentalist frenzy” in a big
way.

The business and the
trading communities have been
the traditional supporters of the
Hindu right wing party. The
nouveaux riches give money for
the movements and construction
of edifices which are symbols of

religious pride. It is my view that
the reactionary vested interests
give the lead to fan
fundamentalism, exploiting the
helplessness of ordinary people.
The money power the vested
interests wield, makes them
believe that in order to improve
their status, the instrumentality
of religion could be used, and to
that end religion should be
“bought” through their wealth,
often amassed through unfair
means. In other words, the
lopsided economic growth
helps to fuel the fire of
fundamentalism.

There is a co-relation
between poverty,
underdevelopment and growth of
fundamentalism. In India, there
are a few states which we call
the “Hindi heart-land” - Bihar,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh  (BIMARU).  This
abbreviation in Hindi means
“sick” and these are the states
with the lowest development
indicators including literacy. And
precisely in these states, we find
Hindu fundamentalism at its
peak.

Richard Niebuhr comes
close to this point in his
“Churches of the Disinherited”.
His view is that the religion of the
untutored and economically
disfranchised classes, has
distinct ethical and psychological
characteristics, corresponding to
their needs. Emotional fervour as
well as spontaneity and energy
of religious feeling rather than
conformity to an abstract creed,
is regarded as tests of
genuineness. Therefore, the
formality of ritual is displaced in
such groups by an informality
which gives opportunity for the
expression of emotional faith
and for a simple, often crude,
symbolism. “Intellectual naivete
and practical need combine to
create a marked propensity
towards millenarianism with
promise of tangible goods.
Simple and direct in its
apprehension of the faith, the
religion of the poor shuns the
relativization of ethical and
intellectual sophistication and by
its fruits in conduct, often
demonstrates its moral and
religious superiority,” says
Niebuhr.

The Hindu fundamentalism
is based on a certain philosophy
and praxis. The first and
foremost is called Hindutva. The
right wing party and its front
organizations base their
Hindutva philosophy on the
writings of Veer Savarkar, founder
of the Hindu Mahasabha (Great
Assembly) and advocate of
Hindu ideology. His book in
English (1924) was titled
Hindutva.

Extracts from the book will
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Although fundamentalism means going to the cardinal principles of religion, which is positive,
we have to use the term with the meaning of revivalism

because it has gained currency in that sense.
On the other side is secular.

While “secular” is derived from the Latin word seculum which means “of this age”,
revivalism means recreating the glory of a dead past.
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is an internationally renowned
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He is the Hon. Advisor,

Department of Ecological Concerns,
CSI Synod

The Lungs of the Earth
“On God’s farm, plants do

not need fertilisers or
insecticides, yet they are
stronger and healthy. While
humans are interested in mono-
crop cultivation, God is
interested in mixed-crop
cultivation without disturbing
other creations.”

After explaining the salient
features of God’s farm, an
environmentalist asked the
farmers, a question.

“Have you seen God’s
farm?”

The farmers attending the
class asked, “Where is that
farm?”

“Carbon sequestration, water
regulation, soil erosion control,
and nutrient cycling exist in
God’s farming. You have to follow
the rhythm of nature for good
cultivation.  As Nature follows
God’s rhythm, His farm has no
environmental problems. “

The farmers were excited
to see God’s farm

The environmentalist took
them to a big forest.”This is
God’s farm”.

“Where is God?”

“God cultivates in areas
where human beings don’t”.

Nature has a rhythm of
managing everything when there
are no anthropocentric activities.
In forests, the neighbour of each
tree is another tree of a different
variety. A diverse variety of
animals and plants live together
in forests. This phenomenon is
known as biodiversity. Land
health is maintained and
rejuvenated by biodiversity. They
provide habitats for numerous
organisms, including mammals,
birds, reptiles, insects, and
micro-organisms. Without
biodiversity, the health of the
planet is at stake. The higher
the number of species that can
be supported in an ecosystem,
the higher the survival rate for
every organism inside that
ecosystem. When the
ecosystem is diverse, and the
species innumerable, insects,
viruses or bacteria that are not
eco-friendly cannot survive.
Biodiversity is not only
necessary for survival, but it is
also extremely beautiful.

Natural forests offer food,
shelter, nesting sites, and
breeding grounds for numerous
animal species, contributing to
the overall ecological balance.
They help maintain local and
regional climates, support clean
air and water, and contribute to
the environment’s health. Natural
forests are essential for
conserving endangered species,

protecting water sources, and
preserving genetic diversity.
Forest ecosystems have evolved
with a delicate balance between
insect populations and their
natural predators, parasites, and
diseases. Forests are one of the
Earth’s largest carbon sinks.
Trees absorb carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere through
photosynthesis, storing carbon
in their biomass and soils. This
helps mitigate climate change
by reducing the concentration
of greenhouse gases, thus
regulating the global climate.
Forests play a crucial role in
regulating the water cycle. Tree
canopies intercept rainfall,
reducing the impact of heavy
downpours and preventing soil
erosion. Forest vegetation also
helps retain water in the ground,
replenishing aquifers and
regulating stream flows. Forests
help to prevent soil erosion by
providing a protective cover
through leaf litter and root
systems. The extensive root
networks of trees anchor the soil,
reducing the risk of landslides
and maintaining fertility. Forests
also contribute to the
accumulation of organic matter
in the soil, enhancing its
structure and nutrient content. A
healthy forest never allows
sunlight to fall on its land. That
is also one of the reasons for
the fertility of the forest.

The rain falling in the forest
is harvested and is allowed to
flow as streams for the well-
being of God’s creations in the
plains and valleys. Water from the
oceans evaporates and moves
as clouds and rain over the forest
to repeat the cycle. There also we
can see this rhythm. One of the
inevitable results of this
cyclicity is that all living and non-
living are interconnected and
involved in a constant ‘give and
take’. Every living organism
accepts something either from
other organisms or from the
environment.

Forests are often called the
“lungs of the Earth” because
they produce a significant
amount of the oxygen we
breathe. During photosynthesis,
trees release oxygen as a
byproduct, helping to maintain
the balance of atmospheric
gases essential for life on Earth.
Air, Water and Soil are
considered non-living
organisms. Without them, you
cannot live in this world. Hence,
they are living things. We
breathe 550 litres of oxygen per
day. When we take the cost of
an oxygen cylinder, we breathe
oxygen worth Rs.13 lakhs per
day. A tree is giving oxygen
worth Rs.24 crore per year. But,
unfortunately people look at the
commercial value of the tree.
We must be thankful to forests
for providing oxygen free of
cost.

It is crucial to recognise and
protect the role of the forests in
the ecosystem to ensure the
sustainability and the benefits
they provide for future
generations. Sustainable forest
management, conservation
efforts, and re-forestation
initiatives are essential for
maintaining the health and
integrity of forest ecosystems.
The number of tigers in a forest

is an important factor for
assessing the overall health of a
forest. Tigers are the top
predators and are crucial in
maintaining the forest
ecosystem. By controlling the
population of herbivores, tigers
prevent over-grazing and
preserve the integrity of plant
communities. This, in turn, can
have cascading effects on other
species and ecological
processes within the forest.

Modern farming destroys
many species which are
necessary for survival. Modern
agricultural practices which kill
microbes and insects should
understand the salient features
of forests. Hence, Masanobu
Fukuoka, a Japanese farmer,
philosopher, and author who
developed a farming method
known as “Natural Farming” or
“Do-Nothing Farming”.
Fukuoka’s approach to
agriculture was based on the
principles of minimal
intervention, working in
harmony with nature, and
promoting sustainable and
regenerative practices. His
book “The One-Straw
Revolution” popularized his
philosophy and farming
techniques.

Key principles of
Masanobu Fukuoka’s

Natural Farming
include:

No-tillage: Fukuoka
advocated for minimal
disturbance of the soil, avoiding
the use of ploughing or tilling.
The natural ecosystem is
preserved by leaving the ground
undisturbed, preventing erosion,
and maintaining soil health.

Cover crops and mulching:
Fukuoka promoted using cover
crops and mulch to protect the
soil, suppress weed-growth, and
retain moisture. Cover crops and
organic mulch help improve soil
fertility, reduce the need for
synthetic fertilisers, and create a
favourable environment for

beneficial microorganisms.

Natural pest control:
Fukuoka believed in working with
nature to control pests and
diseases rather than relying on
chemical interventions. By
creating a diverse and balanced
ecosystem, including beneficial
insects and birds, he aimed to
maintain a natural balance and
minimise pest pressures.

Observing and respecting
natural patterns: Fukuoka
emphasised the importance of
keeping and understanding the
natural patterns and cycles of the
environment, such as seasonal
changes, to guide farming
practices. He believed working in
harmony with these natural
rhythms would lead to greater
productivity and sustainability.

His method gained
recognition for its ecological
and sustainable principles,
inspiring many farmers and
gardeners worldwide to adopt
more environmentally friendly
farming practices.

The natural forest offers food
to all creatures in that ecosystem.
God is concerned about other
creatures also while humans
cultivate their food.  The passage
Leviticus 25:1-7 in the Bible
outlines the commandment from
God for the Israelites to observe
a year of rest for the land every
seventh year. During this year,
they were not to sow, prune, or
reap the crops. Instead, whatever
grew naturally was food for the
people, servants, livestock, and
wildlife.

To have a healthy lifestyle we
have to follow the rhythm of
nature. To study nature’s rhythm,
we must visit forests where no
anthropocentric activities disturb
the natural rhythm. The forests
enlighten the wisdom of visitors
interested in observing its
rhythm. Jesus was in the
wilderness for forty days, tempted
by Satan; he was with the wild
beasts, and the angels waited on
him. (St. Mark 1:13). Jesus could
resist the temptations as he
understood nature’s rhythm.

God created everything in
His rhythm. He took six days for
creation. Seventh-day – rest. A
year of rest for the land every
seventh year. There is a rhythm
in design. Human beings
disturbed the order in God’s
rhythm. Hence, to see God’s
rhythm, we must observe
natural forests closely. Jesus
spent forty days in the
wilderness (a wild and
uncultivated region, as of
forest) to understand the
goodness of the forests.

Forests are often called the “lungs of the Earth”
because they produce a significant amount of the oxygen we breathe.

During photosynthesis, trees release oxygen as a byproduct,
helping to maintain the balance of atmospheric gases

essential for life on Earth.

To have a healthy lifestyle we have to follow the rhythm of nature.
To study nature’s rhythm, we must visit forests

where no anthropocentric activities disturb the natural rhythm.
The forests enlighten the wisdom of visitors

interested in observing its rhythm.
Jesus was in the wilderness for forty days, tempted by Satan;

he was with the wild beasts, and the angels waited on him. (St. Mark 1:13).
Jesus could resist the temptations
as he understood nature’s rhythm.
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M. M.Thomas Birth Anniversary Lecture - 5

The Role of Christians in a Democratic,
Pluralistic and Multicultural Indian Society

itself to be exploited by the
government in the emergency, in
return for the protection of the
communal rights and
safeguarding of the communal
vested interests of Christians.’28

I used to wonder where the
problem lies in pastoral ministry
equipping the God’s people for
the secular challenges,
especially connecting them to
everyday life-reality with the
kingdom values. Is it a problem
connected with the curricula of
the theological courses or
formation that happens in a
seminary or the polity of church
structures, or is it a conscious
option of the priestly system
which makes the priests to
speak only about the ‘apolitical’
gospel? This has often been a
puzzling question in my
theological journey. After my
formal retirement I have been
associated with a small parish
and my sermons are definitely
not a typical conservative
spiritual model of traditional

>>> Contd. from Page 2 Col. 4 pattern, but very ordinary people
come and share with me about
their solidarity with my ideas.
Although I am happy about this
interaction, I could feel, in
general, a gap and lacuna in our
Christian education to the
people of God in interpreting the
word of God. A sermon to
decorate the worship may not
be adequate; rather a sermon
which touches the heart and
soul is required. A sermon must
encourage the deprived, and at
the same time it must also prick
the consciousness of the
affluent. A holistic approach is
required everywhere, but such
approach is considered against
the interest of corporates;
however, there is a clear choice
where should one need to lean
and identify. There is no point in
making excuses by blaming
others. There are thousands of
alternatives in front of us to
choose between life or
mammon.

Gabriele reminds us that
M. M. Thomas during his last

years in Tiruvalla liked to
surround himself with ‘Action
Groups’ – young people who
were trying to transform society
by interacting with people at the
‘grassroots’. However, his hope
that this could substantially
contribute to transform society
has not been fulfilled, as the
voluntary sector has to struggle
for its own survival and has
difficulty in standing effectively
against political control and
capitalist power. MMT was part
of the launching of NAPM
(National Alliance of People’s
Movements) in Kerala. One of the
most relevant contributions was
his attempt to promote ‘open
secularism’, i.e. a secularism
which was willing to deal with
religious believers in an open,
non-judgmental style and to
enable a mutual learning
process. This is probably the
most important contribution to
the struggle to defang
communalism and
fundamentalism during the rule
of the religious Right.29

Now modern middle class

Christians in India largely are
looking for a new theology to
emerge which is very convenient
to our modern life-style, luxury
and ambition. Some of the
leaders of the church have been
emphasising ‘church relevant
theology’ than ‘people relevant
contextual theology’ in order to
shape the theology according to
their convenience. Christ cannot
go on bending his will according
to our whims and fancies by
creating new barricades and
exclusivist policies. Often we
need to remind ourselves that
every unfair instance of power -
politics in the Church, paves the
way for the anti-Christ and fascist
elements to creep in. Satanic
forces are vigilant to come in and
make use of the church
institutions for their devilish
‘mission’ intentions.
Undemocratic ways of operation
and self-interested, hidden
obscure agendas are really
helpful to the satanic forces. Here
we need to discern that the
‘instrument of God’ is slowly
turning into an instrument of

Satan.

The question is, how do we
move forward with the Christian
infrastructures in India?
Christianity has no importance
by keeping our institutional face
value in the forefront of the
Indian society; rather we must
have plurality of faces like
concern for equality,
democracy, multiculturalism,
secularism, human rights, and
justice to counter the
treacherous communal and
fascist forces.30

Footnotes
27  Julio de Santa Ana, Konrod Raiser,

Ulrich Duchrow, The Political Economy
of the Holy Spirit, Geneva: WCC, CCPD,
1990, p.54

28  M.M. Thomas, Response to
Tyranny, New Delhi: Forum for Christian
Concern for People’s Struggle, 1979, p.85.

29  Gabriele Dietrich, “M. M.Thomas
and the Spirituality of Combat”, People’s
Reporter, Nov. 25-Dec. 9, 2021, p.4.

30 For elaboration vide: Solomon Victus,
“Could the Indian Church be an Instrument
of God today?” (First and Second Parts)
published in People’s Reporter, Mumbai,
Vol.36, Issue 3-4, Feb. 10-25, 2023.

Fundamentalism

>>> Contd. from Page 3 Col. 5
explain how Hindutva is based
on hatred of another religion, viz.
Islam.  Savarkar had written:
“Their (Muslims) love towards
India as their Motherland is but a
handmaid to their love for the
Holyland outside India; their
faces are turned towards Mecca
and Madina. But to the Hindus,
Hindustan being their Fatherland
as well as Holyland, the love they
bear to Hinduism is undivided
and absolute. They not only form
the over-whelming majority of
Indian population but have on
the whole been trusted
champions of her cause.”

“The real meaning of Swaraj
(self-rule) is not merely the
geographical independence of
the bit of earth called India. To
the Hindu, independence of
Hindustan can only be worth
having if that ensures their
Hindutva - their religious, racial,
cultural identity. We are not to die
for a Swaraj, which could only be
had at the cost of our Swatwa
(essence), our Hindutva itself.
Parsees are by race, religion,
language and culture most akin
to us.” They have gratefully been
loyal to India and have made her
their only home. They have
produced some of the best
Indian patriots and
revolutionaries like Dada Bhai
and Madam Cama. They will
have to be, therefore,

incorporated into the common
Indian state with perfectly equal
rights and trust.”

“The Christian minority is civil,
has no extra-territorial political
designs against India, is not
linguistically and culturally
averse to the Hindus and
therefore can be politically
assimilated with us. Only in
religion they differ from us and
have a proselytizing church. So
in that matter alone the Hindus
must be on their guard and give
the missionaries no blind
latitude to carry on their activities.
In short, we must watch the
Muslim minority in all its actions
with the greatest distrust
possible. Granting them on the
one hand every equitable
treatment which an Indian citizen
can claim on an equality of
footing with another, we must
sternly refuse them any least
preferential treatment in any
sphere of life - religious, cultural
or political. Not only while we are
engaged in our struggle for
liberating India are we guarded
by staunch and powerful Hindu

forces to avoid the possible
danger of the Indian Muslims
going over to the alien Muslim
nations across the Hindus and
betraying our Hindustan to our
non-Hindu foes.”

The above paras throw
sufficent light on the Hindu
Mahasabha’s general attitude
towards minorities and towards
Muslims in particular.

An attempt now is also being
made to rewrite Indian history,
to the extent of modifying and
distorting school text books. It
is maintained that India belongs
to Hindu civilization and such
attempts are consistent.

It may be noted that in the
Hindu Mahasabha there existed
simultaneously another point of
view which was represented by
Lala Lajpat Rai, Pandit Malaviya
and others. In the pre-
Independence days, the
Congressmen could work in both
the organizations, namely, the
Hindu Mahasabha and the
Congress Party.

Here is an extract from one of

the speeches of Lala Lajpat Rai:

“However divided Hindus
and Muslims may be, however
bitter their relations with each
other, they are still united in their
demand for Swaraj, in their
opposition to the government and
in their hatred of the subjugation
imposed upon them from
without. It will stand to the credit
of Mahatma Gandhi that he has
brought politics home to the
masses of India, that he has
created a wonderful and never to
be effaced awakening in them,
and that he has produced a
consciousness of real
nationhood.”

Needless to add, this line of
thinking did not receive general
acceptance today among the
RSS parivar (family). They have
embraced fully, Savarkar’s point
of view which is the driving force
of the Hindu fundamentalist
organization in India now.

Golwalkar another idealogue
of Hindu fundamentalism
expanded the idea of Veer
Savarkar. He advocated that “the

non-Hindu people in Hindustan
must either adopt the Hindu
culture and language, must learn
to respect and hold in reverence
Hindu religion, and must
entertain no ideas but the
glorification of the Hindu race
and religion-or may stay in the
country wholly subordinated to
the Hindu Nation, claiming
nothing, deserving no privileges,
far less any preferential
treatment not even citizen’s
rights”.

I agree with Ashis Nandy, the
social psychologist, when he
interprets Hindutva as a
“Semitisation of Hinduism under
the impact of Western
colonialism and secular nation-
state ideology, which have
uprooted the Indian people from
their religious culture.”

The point of importance
here is that Hinduism should be
consolidated like the Semitic
religions. The basic issue is to
reconstruct Hinduism by
subordinating popular
Hinduism. Hinduism is a religion
(or way of life) which
constitutes multiple streams
within. Hinduism at the popular
level is different from orthodox
Brahminical Hindu thought and
practice.

To be continued

The Indian Experience

Making the ‘Reign of God’ an Inclusive Concept

The money power the vested interests wield makes them believe
that in order to improve their status,

the instrumentality of religion could be used,
and to that end religion should be “bought” through their wealth,

often amassed through unfair means.
In other words, the lopsided economic growth

helps to fuel the fire of fundamentalism.
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You feel
LONELY

Not when you are on the
LAWNS,

but when you are
immersed in

LOANS!

Unity And Equality, Above All
Praveen P. S. Perumalla

Babasaheb Ambedkar placed
Unity and Equality, above all.

He reflected upon sovereignty of a nation
not as something that supersedes the minority concerns

“…Sovereignty is always
limited, no matter even if you
assert that it is unlimited,
because sovereignty in the
exercise of that power must
reconcile itself to the
sentiments of different
communities. No Government
can exercise its powers in such
a manner as to provoke the
Muslim community to rise in
rebellion. I think it would be a
mad government if it did so”.
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar 1

The Constitutional Assembly
debates on the subject of
Uniform Civil Code are located
in the claims by the State
Government on (absolute)
sovereignty of the State. There
were strong contesting voices
from minority communities
critical of the timings on the
Uniform Civil Code.  There were
also voices from the members
of minorities in support of the
Uniform Civil Code. The
Chairperson of the Constitution
drafting committee Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar along with the
progressive women in the
committee, also supported by the
Prime Minister of India
Jawaharlal Nehuru, were strong
proponents of Uniform Civil
Code. In spite of the strength of
the proponents, the dissenting
voices were given adequate
space. In such a context
Babasaheb placed Unity and
Equality above all. He reflected
upon sovereignty of a nation not
as something that supersedes

the minority concerns; minority
concerns stand in priority.

Pandit Nehuru had proposed
the word as it is found in the
Article 44 “The state shall
endeavour to secure for the
citizens a uniform civil code
throughout the territory of India.”
The ‘State shall endeavour’!  He
did not make it a law. Instead,
every state should strive for
national unity based on equality
that transcends every form of
discriminatory social systems,
not succumb to any form of
justifications based on religious
laws/ practices. The Indian
experiences of the partition were
taken seriously while drafting the
Constitution in which the minority
concerns stood foremost,
fostering national unity, national
identity based on care and
equality. At this juncture
Babasaheb strongly called  for
radical reform in the Hindu
religious practices. The uniform
civil code debate had minority
concerns, on the one hand and
personal laws, on the other.

After 72 years of Indian
Independence, in the month of
September 2019, the Supreme
Court of India asked the
Government about the steps
taken towards implementation of
the Uniform Civil Code. In
accordance, the Government of

India appointed 22nd Law
Commission. It is time for the
citizens to be enlightened, not to
allow oneself reduced to some
vote bank but, to critically engage
with the government over its
efforts towards equality,
democracy, freedom, eradication
of poverty, creation of a secular
and socialist India through
government programs. We
hardly find political will in
capacitating the citizens.
Increasing social anomalies,
reducing democratic institutions
into a mere vote bank politics,

undermining the Constitutional
principles meant for unity and
equality are some of the
challenges in this debate on
Uniform Civil Code.

The timing in which the
Uniform Civil Code is once again
pushed forward raises the above
mentioned questions. Some
recent developments in
governance point to the
deepening of discrimination,
growing anomalies, the absolute
claim of state sovereignty. The
case of North-Eastern region of
India explains it vividly. The seven
States of North-East are marked
as seismic zone 5 in India which
is highly sensitive to the earth
quakes. Such a geographically
sensitive region is historically
characterised as home for
different ethnic groups as well
as home for rich biodiversity, very
rich in flora and fauna.2 A study
reveals that the Government of
India had started building a total
of 168 dams out of which a dozen
are mega dams. Such gigantic,
over ambitious projects are
dangerous in such a geography.
Such an approach raises the
anomaly between the absolute
sovereignty of the state vs rights
of nature and citizens. Similarly
increasing resistance to the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
2019 in Assam and elsewhere

is yet an important example to
show absolute claim on
sovereignty with total loss of
people. The very contemporary
crisis in Manipur targeting the
Kuki tribes and the Christian
Churches/ properties is a very
major concern.

These are important
concerns to remind ourselves
that the Constituent Assembly
debates did take minority
concerns seriously in the context
of the division of the nation even
though Uniform Civil Code was
desired. The subsequent
governments hardly made
progress in building unity and
equality. Consequently, there are
growing discrimination, modern
slavery, antagonism and
communal hatred.

It is time to make a new
covenant with one another for
a national project of building
unity based on equality. Let the
minority religions continue to
strive towards social
transformation in the desired
direction without negating the
importance of juridical reforms.
Footnotes

1 Words of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar quoted
in Lekshmi Parameswaran, Debates in the
Constituent Assembly and thereafter on
Uniform Civil Code (New Delhi: India Policy
Foundation, March 2020), p.16.

2 Mayashree Gharphelia &
Dr. Diptimoni Borua, “Dams and
Development in North East India: A Human
Rights Perspective” in International Journal
of Political Science, Law and International
Relations Vol. 10, Issue 2, Dec 2020, p.
69-78.
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Emerging Peacemakers Forum

“Go out and be disciples and children of God”

EmergingPeacemakersForum-2023.                                                Photo by: Gregoirede Fombelle

Peace is our mission
Emerging Peacemakers

Forum (EPF) is an international
community gathering of youth
from different beliefs and
backgrounds to talk and build
peace.The idea of holding the
Emerging Peacemakers Forum
(EPF) emerged through the
recurring dialogues between
the East and the West, initiated
by His Eminence Prof. Ahmed
Al-Tayeb, the Grand Imam of Al-
Azhar, to build bridges of
dialogue and cooperation
between the East and the
West.The Forum events started
in Cambridge, the UK, in July
2018, when 50 youths of various
nationalities and religions
participated.

WCC General Secretary
Rev. Prof. Dr. Jerry Pillay spoke
during the graduation ceremony
held at Geneva on 13 July, of the
Emerging Peacemakers Forum
as young leaders celebrated
their two-week long time of
collaborating, dialogue, and
insight. Dr. Pillay said, “It is a
privilege, a joy, and pleasure to
welcome all those who are
graduating. We have treasured

the time we’ve had together in
these two weeks. It’s a special
day for those who have been
through the program. I see us not
only talking and talking but I see
us working and working we have
changed talk-shops into
workshops.”

In his keynote speech,
Rev. Dr. Jerry Pillay said, “The
certificates the graduates are
receiving, reflect their new
knowledge and broadened
perspectives. But the experience
you have had in these past nine
days is much more than that.”

“You’ve been brought into a
context of great pluralism. The
Emerging Peacemakers Forum
has been a life-changing
experience. When we are
thrown into a wider spectrum
of things, our knowledge
suddenly increases. You have
crossed boundaries of
language, of culture, of religions
and social norms.  You have
been thrown into a whirlpool of
new experiences. I would like
to think that going through this
particular program has helped
you to become champions of
peacemaking”, concluded Rev.
Dr. Jerry Pillay.

– WCC News
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The ‘Way’ of the Risen Lord
is the same as

the ‘Way’ of Jesus of Nazareth

After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples

by the Sea of Tiberius; and he revealed himself in this

way. Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of

Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of

his disciples were together. Simon Peter said to them,

“I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with

you.” ‘They went out and got into the boat; but that night

they caught nothing.                      John 21: 1 – 3 (RSV)

Mammen Varkey
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LAMP UNTO THE FEET, LIGHT UNTO THE PATH

A. V. Itty

Prof. A. V. Itty, former Professor of
English at Bishop Moore College,
Mavelikara, is, now, engaged in
the Evangelical, and Educational
Ministry undertaken by ADORE

in the Rayagada Dist. of Odisha.
94950 17850 (Mob)

Let Us Be Compassionate
As Our Heavenly Father

Food For Thought:

Luke 6:32-38
“Be merciful

as your Father is merciful”
(v.36).

We may be interested in
loving those who love and do
good to us. May be, we would
be ready to help the poor who
may be familiar to us or not.
But, will we love and do the
same goodness that we do to
our friends, to any enemy of
ours? To do that, we need to
have divine love within us.
Then only we will be eligible to
be called the children of the
Most High! Children have the
responsibility to reflect the
character of their parents. What
is the character of our Heavenly
Parent? He is kind and merciful
to the good and the wicked
alike. He shines the sun over
everyone and showers the rain
on all. (Mt. 5:45). In the Scripture
portion that we meditate upon,
Jesus is pinpointing the
compassion of our Heavenly

As is the parent,
so should be 
the children!

Inauguration Of A New Way – 2

We should not fail to be
moved and challenged by the
fact that though he had all the
powers in his hands, the Risen
Lord did not issue an
inescapable warrant, an
inviolable order, to the specially
chosen disciples who had gone
for fishing, openly ignoring,
rather rejecting, his call to them
when they were chosen as
disciples, to be ‘fishers of men’.
Most shockingly, it happened
even after they were anointed
with the Holy Spirit! It is written
“Then the disciples were glad
when they saw the Lord. Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be
with you. As the Father has sent

me, even so I send you”. And
when he had said this, he
breathed on them, and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.
If you forgive the sins of any,
they are forgiven; if you retain
the sins of any, they are
retained.” (John 20: 20-23).

An integral part of our faith
Jesus, during his public

ministry, in response to the
accusations of the Pharisees,
said, “For I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners.”
Matt. 9: 13. Now the Risen Lord
also went after those disciples
of his, who had thrown away the
Mission that had been entrusted
to them, who had failed ‘to be

with him’, Mark 3: 14 and who had
gone for fishing. Their going for
fishing was, in a way, running
away from the One who had
chosen them. So it is clear that
the Mission that the Risen Lord
continues is, essentially, the
same as the Mission that Jesus
was fully engaged in during his
earthly life. The Risen Jesus
also went after his disciples
who had run away from him.
This continuity of Mission must
be an integral part of our faith.

An amazing example
of the Risen Lord’s ‘Way’

The Risen Lord, in an
amazing example of his ‘Way’,
went in search of his disciples
and met them with the most
helpless cry of the human.
When he met them he begged
for food. “Children have you any
fish?” John 21: 4. But later, in
an act which should be deeply
reflected upon, the Risen
Master invited them for food!
Jesus said to them, “Come and
have breakfast.” John 21: 12. The
hungry one himself offered food
for the thoroughly exhausted
‘fishers of fish’!. The one who
begged for food, prepared food
and invited them for breakfast! It
is written, “Now, none of the
disciples dared to ask him, “who
are you?” they knew, it was the

Lord. Jesus came and took the
bread and gave it to them, and
so with the fish.” John 21: 11, 13.
The Risen Lord had very clearly
told his disciples that he was
sending his disciples as the
Heavenly Father had sent him.
It was for carrying out that
mission they were anointed with
the Holy Spirit.

Only before miraculous
things, the eyes of
the chosen disciples open!

There is something worth
reflecting on, here. We need to
reflect on the dramatic difference
between the responses of Peter
and other disciples as they first
met the Risen Lord who went to
them as a hungry man,
searching for food, and after their
impressive catch of fish as they
cast the net in obedience to the
advice of the man on the beach!
John writes, “He said to them.
“Cast the net on the right side of
the boat, and you will find some.”
So they cast the net, and now
they were not able to haul it in, for
the great quantity of fish! “That
disciple whom Jesus loved said
to Peter, “It is the Lord!” “When
Simon Peter heard that it was the
Lord, he put on his clothes, for
he was stripped for work and
sprang into the sea. ….”
John 21: 7. It is critically

important, rather shocking, to
note that the disciples opened
their eyes only when something
miraculous happened!
Something miraculous had to
happen for his disciples,
including the one whom ‘he
loved’ most, to open their eyes
and to identify the man on the
beach as their Master Jesus
Christ. They failed to see the
‘Divine’ in the ordinary things, in
the daily things. It is a denial of
the great principle of
Incarnation.

An unavoidable call
of the Risen Lord

Are we also failing to see our
Master who is begging for food?
Are we also opening our eyes
only when something
miraculous happens? Are our
eyes and ears opening only
before majesty, might and
miracle? These narratives on
the Risen Lord’s words and
deeds unavoidably call us to
have a radically different
approach to hear the word of
Risen Lord, and to see the acts
of the Divine  and open
ourselves to the Divine
Interventions, in our present
time.

To be continued

Parent!

The Word took flesh and was
born as a human to reveal to the
humans. What is the true nature
of God? The greatest character
trait Jesus revealed during His
earthly life was mercifulness or
compassion! There is a scene
in the film Mary, the Magdalene,
where she describes the
character of Jesus. She says
that, more than the divine power
of Jesus, it was His divine
compassion that attracted her to
Him! When Peter cut away the ear
of the servant  of the High Priest,
who came to arrest Him, Jesus
was compassionate to heal him,
then and there! He showed His
compassion by sincerely
forgiving all those who crucified
Him!

God treats us just the same
way as we treat others,
particulary our enemies! If we
forgive, God would forgive us.
Since God has forgiven us our
sins when we were sinners, He

has shown His mercifulness to us. Hence, we too are bound to show
the same mercifulness and forgiveness to others, especially to our
enemies!

Let us be compassionate enough to forgive even our enemies.
May God help us.
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Laughter is the shortest distance
between two people.

– Victor Borge

Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India

Samaiya Parirakshana Sangam,
opposing the idea of a Uniform
Civil Code. The protest took
place near the district
collectorate of Chittoor and
aimed to bring together
hundreds of individuals
committed to promoting
religious harmony and fostering
a more inclusive society.
Prominent figures from different
faiths and community leaders
attended the peace protest,
lending their voices to the plea
for a more inclusive society that
does not compromise on the
customs, traditions, and
personal laws of its citizens.

In a bid to uphold religious
harmony and foster inclusivity,
the Diocese of Vellore has
announced its plans to organize
a sizable peace protest
opposing the proposed Uniform
Civil Code (UCC). Hundreds of
individuals from various religions
and cultural backgrounds are
expected to attend the event and
voice their concerns regarding
the potential ramifications of the
UCC. The protest will serve as a
platform for individuals to voice
their concerns about potential

challenges the UCC may pose
to religious customs, rights, and
personal freedoms. Moreover,
attendees will emphasize the
importance of working together
as a society to build bridges of
understanding and promote
inclusivity.

Rt. Rev. Dr. H. Sharma
Nithiyanandham has been at the
forefront of initiatives
promoting interfaith dialogue,
fostering communal harmony,
and addressing societal
issues. The Bishop’s plea
against the UCC stands as a
testament to his dedication to
these causes and his
commitment to protecting the
rights of all communities.

As the debate surrounding
the Uniform Civil Code
intensifies, it remains to be
seen how the Law Commission
of India will respond to the
concerns raised by the Bishop
and other religious leaders. The
Bishop of CSI Vellore Diocese,
however, remains resolute in
his stand and hopes that his
efforts will contribute to a more
harmonious and inclusive India.

– CSI Vellore Diocese News

>>> Contd. from Page 1 Col. 1

“Reject UCC And Respect Diversity”

 Safeguard religious harmony and
protect the rights of diverse communities

In a bid to garner support and unify voices opposing the UCC,
the Bishop  urged all diocesan pastors and leaders

to communicate their apprehensions to the Member Secretary of the Law Commission of India.
The Bishop firmly believes that the implementation of a Uniform Civil Code

could potentially infringe upon the religious freedom
and cultural diversity of the nation.

Peace Protest in Opposition to UCC, Advocating Religious Harmony and Inclusive Society.

Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India
Letter To The Member Secretary,

Law Commission Of India
To

The Member Secretary, Law Commission of India,
Lok Nayak Bhawan,  4th Floor, B Wing,

Khan Market,  New Delhi - 110003

Dear Member Secretary,

Greetings to you from the Vellore Diocese of the Church of
South India.

I hope this email finds you in good health and high spirits. I
am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed
implementation of the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) in India. As the
Bishop in the  CSI Diocese of Vellore, I am deeply concerned
about the potential implications this Code may have on the diverse
and pluralistic fabric of our society.

First and foremost, I firmly believe that religious and
cultural diversity should be respected and protected in any
democratic country. Our Constitution grants every citizen
the freedom to practise and uphold the respective religious
and personal laws. The UCC, if enforced, will act as a direct
infringement on this constitutional right and impose a
homogenized set of laws that may not adequately address
the needs and aspirations of all communities.

The Church of South India, like many other religious groups,
has its own established laws and traditions that govern several
areas of personal matters pertaining to our members and
congregation. These laws have been developed over centuries,
taking into account the needs and religious beliefs of our followers.
The implementation of the UCC would disregard these time-
honored customs and impose a uniform legal framework that
may not align with the specific requirements and sensitivities of
our community.

Furthermore, the UCC’s proposed intention of providing gender
equality is indeed commendable. However, it is crucial to
acknowledge that gender justice can be achieved through
progressive reforms within individual personal laws while
respecting religious convictions and practices. A blanket
imposition of uniform laws may not ensure the desired outcomes
in terms of women’s rights and can even lead to unintended
consequences that may be detrimental to women’s well-being.

The rich cultural diversity and the pluralistic nature of our
society have been the backbone of our nation’s strength and
resilience for centuries. The UCC may undermine this diversity
and impede our progress as a nation by taking away the autonomy
and the diversity that define our various communities.

Instead of implementing a uniform code that may potentially
disrupt the harmony among different religious communities, I
urge you to encourage dialogue and collaboration among religious
leaders and scholars. By fostering an environment of mutual
respect and understanding, we can work towards improving
existing personal laws and accommodating the diverse needs
and aspirations of all communities. This approach would not only
preserve the rights and practices of different religious groups but
also strengthen the social fabric of our nation.

In conclusion, the proposed implementation of a Uniform Civil
Code raises significant concerns about the erosion of religious
freedom, cultural diversity, and community autonomy. I strongly
urge you to reconsider this move and promote a more
inclusive and collaborative approach that respects the
plurality and individuality of our diverse society.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I trust that
you will carefully consider my views and those of numerous
individuals and religious institutions who share similar
concerns.

“REJECT UCC & RESPECT DIVERSITY”

Faithfully yours,
Rt. Rev. Dr. H. Sharma Nithyanandham

Diocese of Vellore
Church of South India
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